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Scientific conference: Structural anthro-
pology today. In honor of Claude L evi-
Strauss, Faculty of Philosophy of Bel-
grade University, 28-29. November, 2008.

On the occasion of the one hundredth
birthday of the founder of structural an-
thropology, and one of the greatest anthro-
pologists and intellectuals of the XX cen-
tury, Claude Levi-Srauss, the Department
of Ethnology and Anthropology of the
Faculty of Philosophy of Belgrade Univer-
dty held a scientific conference with an
aim to present and evauate achievements,
critica reviews and reception of structura-
ism in contemporary anthropology.

Initially, on Friday, 28.11., on the day
when Levi-Strauss was born, a cocktail
party was arranged in the premises of the
Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade, where
the gathered audience were greeted by the
introductory speaker prof. dr. lvan Kova
Cevi¢, the head of the Ethnology and An-
thropology department, as well as prof. dr
Nikola Pavkovi¢, who as ayoung, prospec-
tive PhD in Paris had the opportunity to
attend Levi-Strauss' slectures.

On Saturday 29.11. a day long scien-
tific conference took place, during which
many motivating papers could be heard
that presented a new perspective on struc-
turdism, the extension of its application on
some contemporary phenomena, as well as
a critical retrogpect on the structural para-
digm.  Contributors (associates) of the
Ethnology and Anthropology department
of the Faculty of Philosophy such as prof.
Ivan Kovagevi¢ PhD, prof. Bojan Ziki¢

Currents
Hronika
Actualités

PhD, prof. Senka Kova¢ PhD, assprof.
Dragana Antonijevi¢ PhD, ass.prof. MiloS
Milenkovi¢ Phd, assprof. Danijel Sinani
PhD, Zorica Ivanovi¢c PhD, and M.A.
Gordana Gorunovi¢ took part at this con-
ference, dong with prof. Aleksandar Pa
lavestra PhD from the Department of Ar-
chaeology and ass.prof. Ivan Vukovi¢ PhD
from the Department of Philosophy of the
Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade. Along
side, Ljiljana Gavrilovi¢ PhD, scientific re-
searcher from the Ethnographic Institute of
SANU (Serbian Academy of Science and
Art) also participated at the conference, as
well as a guest from Croatia— Ines Prica
PhD, scientific researcher from the Ethnol-
ogy and Folklore Indtitute in Zagreb, and a
guest from Sloveniaassprof. Vlado Kotnik
PhD from the Faculty of Humanities and
Socia Sciencesin Kopar.

Ivan Kovacevi¢ opened the conference
with a presentation through which he of-
fered an explanation as to why struc-
turdism and not functiondlism left such a
sgnificant and decisive role in the mod-
ernization of Serbian ethnology/ anthro-
pology in the paper Modernism and
gructuralism. Serbian ethnology/ an-
thropology in the final quarter of the
XX century.

MiloS Milenkovi¢ discussed the rapport
in-between structurdism and post-struc-
turdism in Serbia, emphasizing the value
discrepancy that sructuralism , as the
founding discourse of anthropology as a
science, enjoyed in Serbia in relation to a
dissmilar circumstance in the American
anthropology, in which the reception of the
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afore mentioned and its post-counterpart
were paralel, mostly to the disadvantage
of the former, the origins of which were
establish by the author in his captivatingly
titted paper Oh, if Derrida had only
missed that flight to emanate from differ-
ent functions that structuralism had in these
two scientific communities. Gordana
Gorunovi¢ recognized the relation of dif-
ferent approaches to anthropology in
Claude Levi-Strausss and Clifford
Geertz's works, trying to ascertain certain,
up to now unrecognized similarities in the
scientific  discourse Geertz vs Levi-
Strauss: Latent structural assumptions
in GeertZs culturalism?, while Ivan
Vukovi¢ presented his reflections on the
matter of understanding structuralism as
one of the possble uses of Kant's ideas
about the exigence of a priori formal
framework in Transcendental idealism
and gructuralism.

After this "theoretic* sessons, next on
the agenda was papers which discussed
some concrete aspects of Levi-Strauss's
researches, as well as his intellectua en-
gagement. The paper by Ljiljana Gavrilovi¢
Levi Strauss : UNESCO = anthropology

politics, emphasized the significance
Levi-Strauss had in writing the Declaration
on races and his battle against racia preju-
dice and discrimination in general; while
Vlada Kotnik's lecture directed us toward
reading of "Mitologics' as analogous to
Wagner's opera "Ring" and generaly
toward Levi-Strauss's inclination to music
in the paper Levi-Strauss and the Opera.
This was followed by the presentation by
Senka Kovac concerning Levi-Strauss's
sudies of masks, rituas and myths of
Indians from the north-western coast of the
Pecific towards finding structural similari-
ties: Claude Levi-Strauss The myth and
mask. At the end of the second session, all
present could lisgen to an attention-
grabbing lecture by Aleksandar Palavestra

about the implications of relatively rare
uses of structuralism in archaeology in the
paper titled Structuralism in archae
ology.

Prior to the beginning of the afternoon
session, the participants and guests to-
gether watched a film entitled "A propos
de Triges tropiques’ by Jean-Pierre
Beaurenaut, Jorge Bodanzky and Patrick
Menguet from 1991. The third and the
lagtingly session, which was dedicated to
different receptions of Levi-Strauss's con-
cepts and theories, was opened by Ines
Prica with her paper Bricolage: Contem-
porary radiation of Levi-Strauss's con-
cepts, in which she correlated the term
"bricolage" with the paradoxes of contem-
porary societies in the period of transition
as proper "bricoleurs'. Dragana Antoni-
Jevié¢ used Levi-Strauss's concept of obliv-
ion motive and semantic field of "disturbed
communication” showing the odds of those
gsyles of thought imposing themsalves in
the public opinion and discourse, in her
work On the occasion of Levi-Strauss's
concept of " disturbed communication”:
Styles of thought and normative func-
tion of disturbed communication struc-
ture in the transtional Serbia. Zorica
Ivanovi¢ in her paper Kinship as gift
exchange: Claude Levi-Strauss and the
contemporary interpretation of gift
(edness) conddered today's position of
Levi-Strauss's concept of kinship and
women exchange in the light of modern
anthropology of kinship, and concluded
that many of Levi-Strauss's ideas concern-
ing this subject are outdated and surpassed.
Daniel Snani looked back on the applica
tion of structura theory and methods in the
research of Serbian folk religion, particu-
larly stressing two nationa authors (Dusan
Bandi¢ and Ivan Kovacevi¢) who followed
this approach, in his paper Structuralism
in the gtudies of national religion in
Serbia. The find paper by Bojan Ziki¢
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unfortunately was not presented, for the
author was unable to attend the gathering,
although the title and the abstract of his
paper promised a very interesting and
unusual presentation — What are genres
good for? Dividing, diginguishing and
classification in the structural and cogni-
tive anthropology through the example
of musical culture.

This scientific conference passed in a
good, congtructive, amicable and relaxed
atmosphere, showing that a gathering
dedicated to a "difficult" theoretic para-
digm such as structuralism can be very
inventive, origina and entertaining!

Dragana Antonijevi¢
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